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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Weld Food Bank and the Bank of America Charitable Foundation Partner to Help Food Stamp Applicants

GREELEY, June 24, 2010 – The Bank of America Charitable Foundation and Weld Food Bank have stepped up to assist Weld residents who are attempting to get certified for food stamps.  Currently in Weld County there is an average wait of 32 days for food stamp applications to be processed.  The clients are then given benefits retroactively to the date of application, however that does not solve the problem of providing food in the interim.

Bank of America has awarded Weld Food Bank a grant of $20,000 to assist with getting more eligible Weld residents through the application process for food stamps.  In Weld County, 7,500 families, or 10 percent of the population, receive food stamps. About 10 years ago, the county distributed $330,000 in food stamps a month. In March, of 2010 the amount was $3 million per month.

“Weld Food Bank is constantly looking for creative ways to ensure that people who need food get food.  We are so pleased to work with the county on this collaboration and we are grateful to Bank of America for providing the funding for this outreach effort,” says Leona Martens, Executive Director of Weld Food Bank.

In partnership with Weld County Human Services, the food bank will hire a part-time staff member and recruit several volunteers to work with clients, screen them to ensure that they meet the requirements for the program, and help them to assemble the proper documentation.  Once the client has a complete case file, the food bank staff will coordinate efforts with the onsite County DHS technician who will conduct the interview, enter the case into the Colorado Benefits Management System, and determine eligibility while at the food bank.  This will allow food bank clients to be signed up for food stamps in far less time and without multiple trips to the Department of Human Services office.

The food bank has secured grant funds to operate this project for a year, after which its success and outcomes will be analyzed to see if other grant funds are available to continue the outreach.

About Bank of America Corporate Philanthropy.  Building on a long-standing tradition of investing in the communities it serves, last year Bank of America embarked on a ten-year goal to donate $2 billion to nonprofit organizations engaged in improving the health and vitality of their neighborhoods.  Bank of America approaches giving through a national strategy called "neighborhood excellence" under which it works with local leaders to identify and meet the most pressing needs of individual communities. Bank associate volunteers contributed more than 800,000 hours in 2009 to enhance the quality of life in their communities nationwide. For more information about Bank of America Corporate Philanthropy, please visit www.bankofamerica.com/foundation.


About Weld Food Bank. Weld Food Bank is a member of Feeding America and was founded in 1982. Weld Food Bank’s mission is to lead and engage our community in the fight against hunger. We distributed 8.1 million pounds of food last fiscal year through our 115 nonprofit partner agencies and through four direct service programs which include Kids Cafe, the Backpack Program, Commodity Supplemental Food Program and Emergency Food Boxes. On average we serve over 10,000 Weld County residents each month. To learn more visit www.weldfoodbank.org.
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